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DATE: June 23, 1980

TO: Division File

FROM· Mary Wang Schroeder

SUBJECT: COOK COUNTY - LPC - 03160022
Chicago/U.S. Scrap 

On April 25, 1980, as part of continuing surveillance of Steve Martell and 
U. S. Drum (see LPC 03160035 for details), this author decided to conduct 
an inspection of the U.S. Scrap site to assure that the site had not been 
reactivated. The Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago had 
been involved in litigation against U. S. Scrap in 1975. The City of 
Chicago Environmental Control later joined the case. Because of the 
involvement of MSD and the City of Chicago it was determined that there 
was no need for the IEPA to file a case at that time. 

At the time of the April 1980 inspection, as best could be determined 
from the limited information contained in the file, this author believed 
the U. S. Scrap site was limited to what later became known as the Garvey 
Elevator site. As documented on the observation evidence of an oil-like 
waste was observed in severai a�eas along the west edge of the site 
bordering SD property. A slight odor of solvent and/or oil like material 
emanated from the area. 

On Friday June 13, 1980 at 3:30pm, Jack Barnette of DWPC-EAC called the 
Aurora Office to inform the DLPC of a possible hazardous waste site located 
at approximately 119th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue in Chicago. 

On Monday June 16, 1980 Cha!les Gebien and this author investigated the 
situation at 119th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue. It was determined 
that two areas of illicit special or hazardous waste disposal were in
volved. The first was on land owned by the Penn Central Railroad. An 
old grain elevator on this property, hereafter referred to as the Garvey 
Elevator, had had liquid waste pumped into the chutes and surrounding 
spaces beneath the �round level floor. There were seven open chutes on 
the ground floor orthe Garvey Elevator. Four of these chutes had liquid 
waste observable at the surface. 

The second area of illicit dump-ing was located approximately 3/4 mile to 
the west. The MSD Calumet Sewage Treatment Plant property separates the 
two sites. The second site was at least partially owned by U. S.-Scrap. 
In the southeast part of this site there were .(Light concrete storage 
tanks. Liquid waste had been pumped into the concrete tant on the northeast 
corner. An abandoned incinerator was located at the central part of the site. 
A loading dock was located at the north central part of the site. At the 
northwest corner of the loading dock there was an area about 20' X 30' 
in size where ponded liquid had accumulated. The material impounded here 
was grayish green with a slight oil film o.n_top. There were approximately 
400 drums strewn about the site. A rough estimate of those containing 
waste was about 100. A drainage swale borders the site on the south and 
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the east. Along the eastern border this drainage swale swells into two 
small lagoons. The size of these lagoons were about 50' X 30' and 20' X 
30', The central part of the site was littered with metal scrap, wood, 
and bricks. The approximate size of this site x<fas 2 acres. 

On June 17, 1980, Brad Benning and this author arrived at the subject site 
for the purpose of sampling the waste materials on site. The liquid be
neath the floor of the Garvey Elevator was sampled. The lagoon at the 
east part of the U, S. Scrap site was also sampled as was the impounded 
liquid northwest of the loading dock. A composite soil sample was taken 
from the area north of the loading dock. See the sample sheets for 
sample appearance and location details. . — 

The afternoon of June 17, 1980 was spent with an individua]. who was employed 
by Steve Martell and U. S. Scrap. This individual was directed- to this 
author by State Police Trooper Gegenwarth, Jim McCorrraick was employed
by Steve Martell as a driver and mechanic during the  The 
following is information relayed to this author by McCorrmiek as we walked 
the U. S, Scrap site and the Garvey Elevator site, 

Martell operated under the following company names, U, S. Scrap, 
Liquified Engineering, Liquified Scrap and U, S. Debarreling, A 
pit was excavated on the site. It was about 50' X 50' X 35' in 
size. Mi].k trucks were converted into waste hauling tankers. 
Liquid waste and drums were dumped into the pit. The pit was 
filled during a 3 month period. The pit had been dredged several 
times during the 3 months. Some of the generators they picked 
up waste from were: 
1, Lawson & Bliss Steel Co. • - -— - • - . - . -r , --. -----

2, Allis Chalmers 
3, Interlake Steel 
4, Owens Illinois 
5, Monsanto 
6, Maybelline 

Some of the waste materials they would pick up were: 

1. 
2, 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6, 
7. 
8, 
9. 

10. 

Ammonia 
Hydrodioric acid 
Copper waste 
Paint waste 
Acetone 
Etching acid 
Cutting oils 
Bleach 
Antifreeze ... 
Caustics 

Ex. 2, personnel information

Ex. 2, personnel information
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Martells office was at 391 Kensington, They would work 5'2 days 
a week. Six men would work debarreiling drummed waste. While 
union truck drivers picked up bulk liquid waste. U, S, Scrap 
had 3 tankers, 1 or 2 vacuum trucks and 1 roll off box. Old 
tankers not suitable for the road would be sent to Stainless 
Steel Processing. On one occasion, however, a tanker filled 
with liquid waste was buried in the pit, Martell had applied 
with the City of Chicago for a permit to operate the incinerator, 
but did not receive a permit while McCorrmiek was there. 

McCorrmiek said that an eye should be kept on property behind the Riverdale 
Public works garage off of Halstad because Martell owns property there. 
Semi trailers were stored at the site according to McCorrmiek. 
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cc: Northern Region (2) 

Bill Child 
Delbert Haschmeyer 




